Recent U.S. History 


Mr. McKenzie


Room 142

Welcome to US History.  We have a lot to cover and we will be very busy this year.  It is CRITICAL that everyone comes to class on time, prepared and ready to learn.

Recent U.S. History 1: Recent U.S. History 1 reviews the foundations of democracy before focusing on the people, cultures, issues and events that shaped the United States from Reconstruction to the 1930s.  Students explore the influences and challenges that have shaped our nation.  This course emphasizes the role of democratic principles and the civic responsibility and involvement that have guided the United States.
Recent U.S. History 2: Recent U.S. History 2 focuses on the people, culture, issues and events that shaped the United States from the 1930s to the present.  Students explore the influences and challenges that have shaped our nation.  This course emphasizes the role of democratic principles and the civic responsibility and involvement that have guided the United States.
Required materials you must bring to class every day:

· Textbook

· Notebook, for World History Only!  (3-Ring Binder)

· Writing utensil (other than a red pen)

Assignments 

· I will not accept or grade incomplete, illegible, copied or plagiarized work.

· Notebook Checks are very, very important and should be organized and complete with hand outs and homework assignments as well as notes from class.  Notebook checks are usually worth 100 points, a value often two times greater than chapter tests.

· Tests and Presentations are usually worth 50 and 200 points respectively.  Tests are given for at the end of each chapter.  We generally have 1-2 presentations per semester.  They can be either group or individual projects.

· Other factors in ones grade are quizzes, current events and on-task participation grades.  These are generally worth 10-20 points each.  

Assignment Due Dates:


All assignments must be turned in on time.  


No late work will be accepted with out a legitimate written explanation.
Make-up Work
  If you have an excused absence, you may make up missed work.  It is your responsibility to find out what you have missed.  In most cases, you will have one day for each day missed.  You must obtain lecture notes from someone who was in class on that day.  While you are absent, check the website for assignments. If you have questions, please see me before or after class.

   Tests are made up before or after school.  You must set-up a time with me in advance.  Do not ask to make up a test during class.
Grading Policy

	Grade
	Percentage
	Description of Work

	A
	90-100%
	Consistently demonstrates an exceptional level of quality and effort.  All work turned in on time and exceeds expectations.  Work demonstrates mastery of concepts, critical thinking, and extension of learning beyond what is specifically taught in class.

	B
	80-90%
	Consistently demonstrates proficient knowledge with a good effort and quality of work.  All assignments completed and turned in on time.  Demonstrates ability to think analytically about principles and topics in world history.

	C
	70-79%
	Demonstrates proficient knowledge and the ability to recognize and analyze principles and topics in world history.  A few assignments may be missing or late.

	D
	60-69%
	Work shows minimal effort with several missing or late assignments.  Demonstrates only a basic understanding of world history.

	F
	Below 60%
	Work is poor quality and does not meet standards or expectations.  Many missing assignments.


Tardiness
   When the bell rings you need to be in your seat and ready to work.  Otherwise you are tardy.  You will receive no credit for anything you miss while you are tardy.  Tardy=Lunch Detention

Class Rules

· Come to class prepared.  You must have your book, notebook and pen/pencil every day.

· Be prepared to learn

· Do not speak when others are addressing the class.

· Respect the property of others the school and the teacher.

· Do not bring electronic devices into the classroom.  I will take them and keep them.

· Do not even think about messing with a substitute teacher.

· This is a 6th period class.  If you do not ride the bus, I expect you to work and follow the rules of the class.  The period of 11 minutes from 2:04 to 2:15 is not free time, it is class time and I expect you to act accordingly.  

If you have any questions or concerns, do not hesitate to ask.  Have fun and work hard!

e-mail: sean.mckenzie@k12northstar.org
website: http://hut-smckenzie.weebly.com
